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Darrin Horn was dismissed as South
Carolina’s men’s basketball coach
Tuesday, ending his quest to build the
program.
Standing in the same room that the
women’s basketball team celebrated an
NCAA Tournament bid just the night
before, Athletics Director Eric Hyman
listed reasons in his press conference
for his decision to pay Horn $2.4
million for the three years remaining
on his contract.
“Credibility comes with competitive
success,” Hyman said as he took the
podium.
He a c k n ow le d g e d Ho r n’s
accomplishments over his four-year
tenu re , e s p e c ia l ly t he ac adem ic
successes, as the team achieved its
second-highest GPA on record with a
2.932 team average for the fall semester.
But as Hyman explained, “Success
compet it ively a nd success i n t he
classroom are not mutually exclusive.”
Horn has a 60-63 record as the coach
of the Gamecocks, culminating in
a program-worst 10-21 season with
a 2-14 conference record. Under
Horn, the Gamecocks were 0-5 in the
postseason.
Hyman said his decision was not

influenced by any one event, but rather
by t he body of work t hat was t he
season, where attendance dropped and
fan frustrations grew.
“As the year progressed, the window
of opportunity began to get smaller,”
Hyman said.
On Sunday, Hyman recommended
to USC President Harris Pastides that
basketball go in a different coaching
direction.
Pastides told The Daily Gamecock
that board of trustees members’ and
his own verbal support for Horn had
been “misconstrued” as an indication
that Horn would be the coach for
another year.
“I don’t think that’s what that was
about. They made positive comments
about t he coach a week ago when
the tournament hadn’t even started,”
Pastides said of the board. “If they had
each been reached by members of the
media, 100 percent would have voiced
support.”
That didn’t signify an ignorance of
the need to re-evaluate the program,
Pastides said.
P a s t i d e s s a i d H o r n ’s f i r i n g
hadn’t been decided until after the
Gamecocks’ loss to Alabama in the
SEC Tournament and that he knew
not h i ng about Hy ma n’s lea n i ngs
until Sunday. Hyman met with Horn

Tuesday morning to inform him of the
decision to make a change.
“He was apologetic that he couldn’t
get the program turned into all that
Gamecocks people wanted it to be,”
Hyman said. “He understood. He’s
been doing this a long time — you’ve
got to create hope.”
By hope, Hy man means that he
wants a coach who will put fans back in
the stands and continue Horn’s success
in graduating student-athletes, while
recruiting and developing players that
can put a competitive product on the
court.
As for the current student-athletes
in the program, Hyman recommended
they wait until a new coach is hired
before making a decision on whether
to transfer. Hyman said that later in
the spring he will support the players
on any decisions they make.
“I sa id to t hem, ‘A ny t i me you
have a transition, anytime you have
a paradigm shift, you have anxiety,
no matter who you work for,’” Horn
said. “I worked for 10 presidents. I
understand the transitional part of it.”
Asking to respect confidentiality,
Hy man said he would not discuss
any potential coaching candidates,
though Wichita State coach Gregg

END OF AN ERA
APRIL 1, 2008 – Darrin Horn
named men’s basketball
coach at South Carolina
MARCH 8, 2009 – Men’s
basketball team named
SEC East Co-Champions
MARCH 17, 2009 – South
Carolina falls to Davidson
in NIT first round 70-63
JAN. 26, 2010 – Gamecocks
beat No. 1 Kentucky 68-62
MARCH 11, 2010 – Gamecocks
finish season 15-16, 6-10
SEC
MARCH 22, 2011 – Ramon
Galloway and Stephen
Spinella do not return to
the program
MARCH 25, 2011 – Murphy
Holloway transfers from the
program
NOV. 20, 2011 – Gamecocks
lose 63-64 at home against
Tennessee State
MARCH 8, 2012 – USC posts
program-worst 10-21
record
MARCH 13, 2012 – Darrin
Horn fired as men’s hoops
head coach
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SHS hosts suicide prevention training USC offers top-ranked
Program teaches students,
faculty how to recognize
potential warning signs
Priyanka Juneja

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Student Health Services hosted
suicide prevention training in
order to inform faculty, staff and
graduate students about the ways
to recognize suicidal signs and
what to do about them.
Jennifer Myers, coordinator
of Suicide Prevention Services,
explained the need for training
sessions.
“Suicide is the second leading
cause of death among college
students,” she said. “Therapists

Wednesday
85°

58°

Thursday
86°

57°

depend on concerned students,
facult y and staf f to let t hem
k now about people who show
signs of suicide and other mental
illnesses such as depression and
anxiety.”
Myers further explained the
goal of these sessions.
“They are to educate about
the signs of suicide,” she said.
“They are also to inform you
how to respond to t hem, to
empower you to feel confident
to intervene and to connect with
your resources.”
Rosalia Tatano, a mathematics
doctorate st udent, explained
why she thinks the sessions are
important.
“Suicide is an important topic,”

Tatano said. “I’ve never heard
about it in this way. I learned
how to prevent suicide and to do
something for them.”
During t he session, Myers
d iscred ited t he com mon
misconceptions about suicide.
“A common myth is that no
one can stop a suicide,” Myers
said. “But if people in crises get
the help they need, they will
probably never be suicidal again.”
Myers also talked about the
sig ns of depression, a n x iet y
and suicide. She explained the
acute warning signs that need
immediate attention, including
signs of a person threatening,
talking about or looking for ways

graduate programs
Career Center helps students
in decision-making process
Chelsea Amodio

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For s o me USC s t ude nt s , a f ou r -ye a r
undergraduate degree is not the last stop
on the academic road. Many USC students
decide to attend graduate school sometime
after graduation, and USC offers graduate
school programs along with tools to help
guide students into the right direction when
deciding what graduate school to pick.
I n a su r vey conducted of g raduates i n

SUICIDE ● A2

GRADUATE ● A4

Young the Giant

Obama’s re-election

Spring has sprung

The California-based
band will play an
outdoor show on the
Greene Street intramural fields tonight at 8.

Assistant Viewpoints
Editor Kevin Burke
says the president
can’t win the election
on the Osama bin
Laden raid alone.
See page A6

The Gamecocks
opened spring practice Tuesday in “typical” fashion, though
it wasn’t typical for
everyone.
See page A12

See page A7

SUICIDE ● Cont. from A1
to hurt or kill himself
or herself, which is why
it is important to learn
the signs.
“Most people who
k ill t hemselves on
college campuses are
not ident if ied by t he
c o u n s e l i n g c e nt e r,”
she said. “Most people
who are thinking about
k illing t hemselves
give signs to friends or
ot her adults, and it’s
i mp or t a nt f or t he m
r e c og n i z e t he s ig n s
and to k now when to
intervene.”
Alison Connington,
a clinical psycholog y
g raduate st udent,
e x p l a i n e d w h at s h e

gained from the session.
“I think for
p e o p le w ho d o n’t
g e t a p s y c holo g ic a l
education, it is
impor t a nt to realize
that they can still help
w it hout professional
training,” she said.
Tatano feels she is
now better able to deal
with talking to someone
about suicide.
“I can talk more
freely about this with
someone who is close to
me,” Tatano said.
Conning ton gave
i n sight on wh at she
believes is the biggest
cha l lenge associated
with talking to someone
about suicide.
“It’s a sensitive and

private matter,” she said.
“It’s hard for both you
and the person you are
talking to, but if they’re
giving you signs, then
they want help.”
Myers talked about
information regarding
how the university can
help students or faculty
who are consider i ng
suicide.
“The u n iversit y
provides crisis
counseling ser v ices,”
she said. “You can come
in for an individual or
group therapy session.
Suicide is preventable.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Study Abroad Office aids travel process
Assistance includes
financial, safety advice
for interested students
Sarah Harris

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC’s Study Abroad Office offers
programs and assistance to students
w ho w a nt t o le a r n i n a no t he r
country.
“We have fewer programs than
UGA and Florida, who [have] big
study abroad [programs], but more
than some other universities,” said
Sarah Langston, a st udy abroad
adviser. “We try to provide a lot of
additional services, like workshops,
intern abroad assistance, scholarship
rev iew, etc., t hat ot her schools
m ight not b e able to prov ide.”
Of the programs USC does offer,
32 of t hem are Global Exchange
Programs, according to Langston.
“ T he s e a r e over s e a s p a r t ner
schools where USC st udents can
study for a semester or academic
year and take courses at the foreign
u niversit y while pay ing in-state
USC tuition,” Langston said.
About 4.5 percent of USC students
decided to study abroad last year,
according to Langston. The number
of students who have studied abroad
so far this year was not available
Wednesday night.
The options can be overwhelming
GRADUATE ● Cont. from A1
M a y 2 011, r o u g h l y
21 p e r c e nt o f U S C
students were
admitted to graduate
or professional schools.
The USC Career
Center repor t s t hat
mo st USC st udent s
decide to go to graduate
s c ho ol at USC , but
other popular schools
include Charlot te
S c ho ol of L aw,
Charleston School

Nicole DeBartolo/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC’s Study Abroad Office supports students in their decision-making process,
and offers a wide variety of extra services in addition to main programs.
for st udents having to decide on
programs, scholarship opportunities
and their destination.
Kathleen Hynes, a fourth-year
Spa n ish st udent , has st ud ied i n
Salamanca, Spain, twice. Her first
t r ip wa s du r i ng t he su m mer of
2009, and she went back last spring.
According to Hynes, the role of the
St udy Abroad Of f ice is to g uide
students in the right direction.
“All of the advisers are very well
versed in many programs and are
willing to help students find what
could work best for them,” Hynes

o f L a w, Un i v e r s it y
of North Carolina at
Chapel H ill and t he
University of Virginia.
The Moore School
of Business was ranked
No. 2 overall for its
graduate international
business prog ram in
a report published in
M a rc h of 2011, a nd
has been ra n ked for
22 consecut ive years
w it h a top-t hree
over a l l r a n k i n g f or
the graduate program,

according to U.S. News
a nd Wo rld R e p o r t .
U S C ’s D e p a r t m e nt
of Chem ist r y and
Biochemistry is
ranked in t he top
20 nationally for the
nu mb er of do c tor a l
graduates it produces
annually, according to
the National Science
Foundation.
The National
Research Council
r e p o r t e d t h a t 14
USC doctoral school

said. “They won’t simply tell students
where they should go, but instead
show them a variety of programs.”
Not only does the St udy Abroad
Office help students before their
departure, but it is also in contact
with students while they are away.
“W hile in Kenya, some acts of
terror occurred in the city I stayed
in, and I was t he only A merican
st udent whose school k new what
was going on and cared,” said Joyce
Gannaway, a second-year public
relations student. “USC checked up
on me and offered to help in anyway
prog ra ms ra n ked i n
the top 50 nationally.
Some of these
programs include
biomedical sciences,
electrical engineering,
g e og r aphy, nu r s i n g
and pharmacy.
With so many

possible. We are luck y to have a
great program here at USC t hat
every student should take advantage
of.”
It is important for st udents to
meet with their academic advisers
to make sure credit work abroad will
transfer back to USC, according to
Langston.
“A l l c o u r s e s s h o u ld b e p r e ap p r o v e d f o r t r a n s f e r, a nd we
encourage students to get alternate
cou r se s approved i n c a se t hei r
schedule changes while abroad,”
La ng ston sa id. “St udent s a re
responsible for making sure their
transcript is sent to our office from
the foreign university.”
I n order to st udy abroad,
students must be vigilant about the
application process.
“Much of t he st udy abroad
application process can involve other
departments at USC (e.g., Honors
College, Financial A id, Bursar’s
(Office)), each of whom individually
wouldn’t always k now t he ot her
departments as thoroughly,” said
Rahoul Ahuja, a fourth-year biology
st udent who st ud ied abroad i n
Switzerland Fall 2011. “The Study
Abroad Office is cognizant of exactly
where you need to go for each part
of the process, and this helps to have
one efficient headquarters.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

graduate school
prog ra m s to choose
from, students should
beg in preparing as
soon as possible.
“E x per ience is a
c r it ica l piece of t he
decision mak ing
process,” said Thomas

Halasz, director of the
USC Career Center.
Halasz stressed that
time should be spent
collect i ng teacher
recommendations and
i n s ig ht , a lo n g w it h
deter m i n i ng what
fi nancial resources will
be used in order to pay
for graduate school.
“The best ‘prep’ for
st udent s t hat decide
to at tend g raduate
school is to determine
how t he i r g r ad u at e
school experience will
c o nt r ib ut e t o t he i r
goa ls,” H a la sz sa id.
“[It’s a] critical piece
of the decision-making
process.”
The Career Center
reported that during
t h e f a l l s e m e s t e r,
357 students came to
t he Ca reer Center
f o r a s s i s t a n c e w it h
graduate school
planning.
“ I n a d d it io n , t h e
Career Center,
t he Of f ice of PreProfessional Advising,
t he Graduate School
and Testing Ser vices
all provide services to
assist st udents going
to g raduate school,”
Halasz said.
The Career Center
will hold a Graduate
and Professional
School Fa i r on
Tuesday, April 3 in the
Russell House Lobby.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

HORN ● Cont. from A1
Marshall is t he early
favorite, as he has ties to
the state after coaching
at Wint hrop for nine
seasons. Marshall made
the NCAA Tournament
seven of the nine seasons
at W i nt h rop a nd led
Wichita State to a No.
5 seed i n t h is yea r’s
tournament.
H av i ng to pay t he
$2.4 million buyout to
Horn is one that Hyman
has to “swallow” when
he thinks of it, though
he referenced a reserve
fund with approximately
$12 m i l l ion. Hy m a n
also said he has more
f lex ibilit y f rom a
f i na nc ia l st a ndpoi nt
than he did during the
last coaching search for
men’s basketball.
“I think this job is a
challenge, but I think
it’s got huge potential,”
Hy man said. “The
p o sit ive t h i ng is we
do have a history and
tradition of success in

t he past. The person
com i ng i n w i l l h ave
their challenges, but I
really reflect back and I
look at other sports that
have had challenges also
and we have been able to
overcome then.”
Hy man w ill have
sport administrator for
men’s basketball Kevin
O’Connell and academic
adviser Al Daniel head
day-to-day operations of
men’s basketball. Hyman
s a i d h e w o u ld m e e t
w it h Horn’s assistant
coaches Thursday and
do ever y t hing he can
to help them and honor
all promises. He wants

O’Connell and Daniel
to serve as liaisons for
t he t e a m a nd w a nt s
team input as to what
direction the program
should go.
As for Hyman, who
fi red his fi rst big South
C a r o l i n a h i r e , i t ’s
s o m e t h i n g t h at w a s
difficult for him as well.
“This is not one of my
joys,” Hyman said. “This
is not somet h ing I’m
really doing cartwheels
about.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Basketball struggles
go deeper than Horn
Darrin Horn was relieved of his men’s
basketball coaching duties on Tuesday,
capping the end to a four-year run that
can only be described as tumultuous.
W h i le Sout h Ca rol i na basketba l l
has never really been the pinnacle of
Gamecock athletics, the program seemed
to hit a new low this season, winning
fewer games than the 11-win football
program.
Lett ing Horn go was certainly t he
r ight move, but t he complex it ie s
undermining the
“Bringing the
sit uat ion make a
replacement coach
fans back
not necessarily
into Colonial
an automatic f ix.
Basketball games
Life Arena
by and large
requires the
went unattended,
basketball team f u r t her ero d i ng
a n a l ready
to win, not
hesitant basketball
progressively
f o l l o w i n g .
Additionally, save
falter.”
a few notable
wins in years past against Florida and
Kentuck y, the program failed to ever
excite students on campus, never gaining
the traction an SEC program deserves.
Bringing the fans back into Colonial
Life Arena requires the basketball team
to win, not progressively falter. Yet it’s
important for fans to understand that
rebuilding Gamecock basketball will take
years — not days.
It’s hard to say Horn was the sole issue
plaguing the program, but he certainly
wasn’t able to improve much of it. Talent
he recruited mostly fell flat, and the 2010
team was marred by players walking out
and transferring away from the program.
We do wish Darrin Horn the best.
He did his darnedest to try and engage
students and garner support for the team,
never turning a cold shoulder to shaking
a st udent ’s ha nd i n Ru s sel l Hou se.
Hopefully the next Gamecock basketball
coach can right the sink ing ship that
Horn tried, but failed, to save.

Presidential election shaky for Obama
Re-election hinges on
uncertain successes
Vice President Joe Biden spoke
at a re-election fundraiser Monday
night, touting the Osama bin Laden
raid as one of the biggest successes
of t h is adm i n ist rat ion’s t ime i n
office. Biden continued, saying that
should the operation have failed, it’s
u n l i kely President
Barack Obama could
w i n t he re-elect ion.
W hile the finalit y of
an epic manhunt that
took years is certainly
an accomplishment, it
shouldn’t be one of the
Kevin
cornerstones of a reBurke
election campaign.
Fourth-year
finance student
Obama has had a busy
time in office, guiding
a precarious economy on the brink of
collapse, passing an overarching health
care reform and attempting to manage
a polarized congress. But the problem
with most of these “accomplishments”
is that the American public hasn’t
seen any benefits of the work this
administration has pushed. In fact, its
key legislation is set to be examined
by the Supreme Court in the coming
weeks to determine whether the reform
is constitutionally sound.
It’s hard to argue that the economy
is st ill far f rom ideal. Sure, t he
Obama administ rat ion inherited
many of the flaws that cause collapse,
but it’s also failed to stem the tide of
unemployment. Still solidly above
the 8 percent mark , no president
has won re-election with such high
unemployment. And while we’ve seen
signs of economic recovery in the past
couple months, it’s not clear if it’ll

be enough for Obama to use come
election season.
Health care reform was one of
Obama’s larger points during his initial
election run, and while the legislation
was passed largely in tact, it’s faced
endless criticism from states and local
governments. The issue is now up for
the Supreme Court to decide. Having
the cornerstone piece of legislation
up for review by the supreme law of
the land leaves a massive hole in the
administration’s ability to tout its
successes.
Last, Congress’ continuous gridlock
and temporary stopgap measures leave
little room for Obama to tout his
ability to manage and compromise to
get things done. The administration
has been unable to reach a long-term
budget resolution to curb the national
debt. Instead, it has resorted to shortterm deals to stave off the financial
meltdown of the U.S. government.
None of these short-term, “kick the
can down the road” solutions could
stand the muster demanded of a reelection campaign.
Which leaves us with the successful
raid of the Osama bin Laden complex.
It’s undoubtedly a great success that
stirred the patriotism of the entire
nation. And sure, bravo for Obama
giving the go order, but at the end of
the day, it’s a singular event that’s been
in pursuit for years. It’s not necessarily
an event that you can ride through a
presidential election.
Obama may very well win, but his
great “successes” can easily come
undone between now and November.
Should the economy decline and the
health care reform be seen unfavorably
by the Supreme Court, Obama won’t
have many successes to ride to a
convincing re-election victory.

The creation of a lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
agenda for middle and high
s c ho ol s t ude nt s i n t er m s
of their literature classes is
not only absurd but grossly
i nappropr iate for a publ ic
setting. W hen the majority
caters to t he m i nor it y on
every single issue, eventually
nothing gets accomplished.
Literat ure class for most
h igh school st udent s is
intended to help them develop
a positive use of the English
language as well as literary
devices by reading classics
and appropriate novels.
Agenda setting to attempt
to develop “empat hy ” and
relieve those poor children of
the “horror” that supposedly
is the modern-day literature
class has no place in h igh
school, period. What I find
most upset t ing is t he fact
that basic common sense is
lacking in these overdramatic
statements on what societ y
should do — when it has no
place to do so.
Instead of forcing
something on a whole student
b o d y, how ab out pl ac i n g
LGBT material in a guidance
cou n selor ’s of f ice , where
those seeking that material
can fi nd it if necessary? Just
think about it, reading LGBT
mater ia l i n most com mon
high school classes will not
only make most heterosexual
students extremely
uncomfortable, but will foster
a d ism is sive env i ron ment
towards that community.
So in essence, to make a
small group more comfortable
you will make a large group
ver y uncomfortable. There
are more and more outlets
for LGBT students to seek a
positive environment to cope
with any difficulties they face;
public high school literature
classes are not one of them.
— Bryan Blalock, third-year
marketing student

Letter to the Editor: Students give back
There is something about not knowing what to
expect that worries me. Most of the time when you
plan a trip, you can imagine what you might do
when you get there, but not so with my recent trip to
Belize with 21 USC pre-med students for a medical
mission. Everyone I told about the trip raved about
Belize’s beauty and how much I would love it. I
smiled, but I was nervous.
I had seen the itinerary: “start house visits in San
Luis.” What? Visits to houses of people who knew
nothing about why we were even there? “Basic
Spanish training” ... for an hour. An hour? I can
do a lot of things in an hour, but learn Spanish?
Admittedly, I’m not much of an adventurer. I like an
occasional trip to the beach or the mountains or to
visit my family, but they all speak English.
As we descended to land, I realized how right
ever yone had been. The white sandy beaches
glistened, and the ocean was the color of my
turquoise ring. It looked like paradise from my
window seat. However, that was the fi rst and last we

saw of the beauty of Belize during our mission. Our
hosts met us outside of customs and loaded us into
vans for the trip to Orange Walk, our “base camp.”
It was from the D Victoria Hotel we would travel
to “start house visits in San Luis.” We traveled on
roads that could have passed for long driveways,
houses made of thatch and canvas, businesses with
hand-painted signs and lots of dogs.
We were traveling away from the beach with a
purpose: to assist with medical clinics in villages
providing basic health care to families. Twenty-one
USC pre-med students who could afford island
vacations chose to go to the desperately poor villages
in Belize during spring break.
After a day of orientation and crash courses in
Spanish, pharmacy and triage, and taking vital signs,
the students began their mission. As we made our
way from hut to shack to invite the villagers to the
next day’s clinic, I began feeling awkwardly at home.
Watching the students, sometimes stumbling
with the language, relate to the villagers was

— Eileen Korpita, director of the Office of PreProfessional Advising

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

mesmerizing. Their compassion and caring broke
down any barriers that might have existed. These
two groups were worlds apart, yet subtlety merged
by one group’s need and the other’s desire to help.
The sense of communit y in the villages was
apparent and created a family-type atmosphere that
graciously included the fair-skinned gringos. We
experienced humble villagers eager to share birthday
cake and pickup soccer games. The melding of two
different groups was effortless. It was judgment free
for both groups.
It was my pleasure to watch a group of dedicated
st udents do what they had come more than a
thousand miles to do. They eagerly donated their
time, talents and fellowship to a group of people who
just as eagerly accepted it. I look forward to my next
trip to Belize with 21 more USC pre-med students.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The
Daily Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the
University of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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“These fishes in the sea, they’re staring at me,
a wet world aches for a beat of a drum.”
— Young the Giant
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Courtesy of Young the Giant

California-based indie,
alternative rock band to
perform at USC tonight
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Their California-branded cool
extends far beyond V-neck T-shirts,
rolled-sleeve but ton-ups a nd
carefully laced, vintage-chic oxfords.
They’ve built an indie rock wave
around, well, cough syrup.
Young the Giant has taken the
industry-wide titles of heat seekers,
“on the verge” artists and up-andc o m e r s . T h e m e m b e r s’ a l w a y s
a lter n at ive f la i r a nd endea r i ng
combinat ion of cardigans, k iller
facial hair and that brooding yet
quirky smirk have found their way
into the spotlight.
A nd t he “C ough Sy r up”
20-something songsters will bring
their same festival stage show and
charmingly eccent ric alternat ive
rock to the Greene Street intramural
fields tonight at 8.
“I t hink we cover a broad
spec t r u m ,” sa id g u it a r ist Jacob
Tilley. “I think it’s a pretty spot-on
description: alternative, indie rock.
We have a little bit of both going
on.”
Young the Giant fi rst hit the scene,
in its skeletal being, in 2004 as The
Jakes in Irvine, Calif. Lead vocalist
Sameer G ad h ia a nd Til ley were
t he only t wo last ing members in
the original set, which founded a

following at college frat parties and
weekend, hometown gigs.
It wasn’t until 2009, when the band
was signed by Roadrunner Records,
that they got their first, real shot
at South by Southwest in Austin,
Tex. It was their big break on the
festival stage followed up by a forever
coveted song spot on MTV reality
show “The Real World.”
“South by (Southwest) will always
be huge in our hearts. It’s the fi rst
t ime we’d driven in a van across
country — it was a lot of fun,” Tilley
said. “We didn’t get a lot of sleep and
didn’t get many shows, but we were
exposed to so much in just those
couple of days. That was the first
time we saw the potential that could
be achieved.”
It’s the fi rst big break that sticks
to the heart. The guys returned to
the festival in 2011 for a more highprofi le appearance in the lineup, and,
although they won’t be taking the
2012 stage this week, they’re still
“paying their dues to Austin,” Tilley
said.
Young the Giant — which sold
out ever y date on its nationwide,
headlining tour — will be back in
Austin March 24 and 25 with two
shows at St ubb’s Ba r-B - Q. A nd
Tilley assures they’ll “probably be
back next year” on t he Sout h by
Southwest stage.
T he y ’ve b een def i ned by t he
annual indie music festival, but is
that the mark of industry celebrity?
“I wouldn’t say it’s when we ‘made

it,’” Tilley said, “but once we played
the VMAs, we saw a huge change in
our crowd attendance.”
Their MT V award show debut
with single “My Body” last year is
what officially took the California
boys from frat party entertainment
to the Billboard charts. And although
they’ve seen their fair share of time
on t he cha r t s, You ng t he Gia nt
still does carry the title of the “up
and coming” rockers — they aren’t
the established, but rather the new
discovery.
“It’s flattering,” Tilley said. “We
realize that we’re still very young
and in a very lucky situation. We just
hope we can stick around a little bit
longer, through the second album.”
But the fans are still growing and
falling into Young the Giant on the
self-titled debut album’s big, current
hit “Cough Syrup.”
The song, written by guitarist Eric
Cannata, is really just “off the cuff,”
Tilley said.
“Eric wrote the bulk of it when he
was really young. It’s just about being
kind of disassociated from things and
working it out and taking it from a
new perspective,” Tilley said.
And that’s going to be the main
d if ference i n You ng t he Gia nt’s
sophomore release, which is due out
at the end of this year, Tilley said.
“O u r la st record had a lot of
material that we had done when we
were a lot younger; there was a lot of
rerecording and doing again,” Tilley
said. “This time, it’s going to be a

clean slate. I don’t think we’re doing
to deviate too much in the writing
style, just more edge than the last
album. More maturity.”
The goal is, quite simply, to prove
themselves. The guys write all of
their own music, and now, with one
recorded album under their belts,
they’re comfortable and ready to
mature their music and fan base,
Tilley said.
“We all just kind of get together
and jam. We bring an idea and start
hashing it out,” Tilley said. “On this
tour, we’re playing a few new songs
and ironing them out as we play.”
And Tilley assures that the USC
smaller-scale festival, a Carolina
Productions event on the intramural
fields, will receive the same, Austin,
Tex., treatment. It’s a welcomed treat
to take on a college crowd.
“I’m only 22, so I would have been
getting ready to graduate this time
last year,” Tilley said. “I still love
being around people my age, and it’s
kind of a glimpse into the life I would
have had back at school.”
Tilley, who self-identifies as an
outdoorsy t ype and loves playing
“Guns Out” live, laughs at the earlier
described t hreads t hat have just
further propelled Young the Giant
into the indie world.
“I t hink it just worked out for
us,” Tilley said. “Our clothes just
matched.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Fork & Spoon spins city records
Toro y Moi among first of label’s
signed Columbia bands, artists
Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Aaron Graves still owns the oversized wooden
utensils that inspired Fork & Spoon Records ,
the Columbia-based record label he and friends
Chris Gardner and Jordan Blackmon founded
together and still operate today.
The larger-than-life fork and spoon rest on
top of Graves’ fi replace like trophies. The young
musician rescued the old home decorations from
the trash, which his grandma had intended to get
rid of.
“She was going to throw them away, but I was

like, ‘No. Those are memories,’” Graves said.
Fork & Spoon Records has a long history, and
Graves said the label has gone through “waves in
activity and seriousness” since around 2003. He,
Gardner and Blackmon all grew up in northeast
Columbia and started the local label informally
as a way to build a music communit y among
their friends.
“We all grew up skateboarding together [and]
making music together,” Gardner said. “Our
friends had bands. As our friends would come
out with good music, we wanted people to know
about it.”
Graves said his parents were always supportive
of their musical aspirations.
“My parents didn’t care if we made noise,”
Graves said. “We started recording at my house.”

The three musicians came up with the label
name in the early years, and friends began to
use Fork & Spoon as a way to brand their music.
Chaz Bundick of Toro y Moi was among the fi rst
musicians to record under the Fork & Spoon
name.
I n 2010 , t he team beh ind Fork & Spoon
Records kicked it into high gear and became
more ser ious about t he label. Eight ba nds
currently comprise the Fork & Spoon family,
and the label has put out seven releases in the
past two years.
“I just want to see what happens in the future,”
Graves said.
While Graves, Gardner and Blackmon have
taken on the business role of managing the
RECORDS ● A9
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‘John Carter’ reuses science-fiction plots
New Andrew Stanton film takes
serious tone in uninspired,
convoluted storyline
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

As a complete cinephile and movie reviewer, it’s
difficult not to begin this review without referring
to “John Carter” as the story of “Avatar” (2009)
meets the pulpy action of “Prince of Persia: The
Sands of Time” (2010). It’s a story about a man
pulled into the conflicts of another world, who ends
up reluctantly fighting on one side in said conflict.
Just this concept alone makes “John Carter” feel
like something borrowed from previous sciencefiction fi lms we’ve all experienced in the past 40
years.
True, the movie is based off the story “A Princess
of Mars,” created a century ago by “Tarzan” author
Edgar Rice Burroughs. But that doesn’t change the
fact that the movie takes the tired elements we’ve
all seen before and refuses to make them fresh
again with its goofy action and convoluted plot.
The movie begins in 1881 with a framing device
in which a young, fictional Edgar Rice Burroughs
(Daryl Sabara) reads the diary of his uncle John
Carter (Taylor Kitsch of “Friday Night Lights” ),
explaining to him the transpiring events of the
movie. Carter is a former Confederate captain who
travels west in search of gold. He finds it in a cave
but also fi nds an amulet that beams him to Mars,
aka Barsoom.
From the moment he arrives on Barsoom, Carter
finds he has “up, up and away” jumping powers
as a result of the planet’s gravitational pull and
his muscle mass (or something like that). He also
befriends the Tharks, an alien race resembling what
you’d think Martians would look like: tall, green,
multi-armed and with tusks. Tars Tarkas (Willem
Dafoe), the leader of these green men, wants Carter
to fight for his people after seeing his strength and

“John Carter”
NOW IN THEATERS

D+

Director: Andrew Stanton
Starring: Taylor Kitsch, Lynn Collins,
Willem Dafoe, Samantha Morton
Rating: PG-13 for intense sequences of
violence and action
Courtesy of collider.com

leaping abilities firsthand.
There’s also a conflict going on between two
k ingdoms — Helium and t he mobile cit y of
Zadanga.
Sab Than (Dominic West), the ruler of Zadanga,
obtained an ancient weapon given by the Therns
(led by Matai Shang, played by Mark Strong),
a group of pan-dimensional beings who can
shapeshift and work to control the fate of Mars.
Sab Than agrees to spare Helium if they agree to
an arranged marriage between him and Helium’s
princess Dejah (Lynn Collins), but she apparently
has her eyes on Carter.
As if this story wasn’t complex enough, there also
appears to be a complicated relationship between
Tars Tarkas and his rule-breaking daughter Sola
(Samantha Morton).
That is the main problem with “John Carter.”
There is so much going on in the movie that it’s
easy to lose interest in the film’s lack of intrigue and
depth. The outcome of this script is disappointing
considering the team includes acclaimed writer
Michael Chabon (“Spider-Man 2”).
Even more disappointing is that despite this
movie being directed by Andrew Stanton (who
wrote Pixar’s “Finding Nemo” and “WALL-E”) it’s
not even mildly entertaining. The action sequences,
along with Carter’s jumping effects, are laughable

College of
Charleston
maymester/summer sessions 2012

instead of awe-inspiring. Some of the action and
humor have their moments, but where’s the fun in
watching a guy get treated like a superhero and kill
aliens?
The leads, like the audience, get lost in the overly
complex plot. Kitsch portrays Carter very earnestly,
while Collins vainly attempts to act as she shows off
her midriff and spends most of the time giving
Carter smoldering looks with her unnaturally blue
eyes. The writing just gives their characters so little
depth that they have almost nothing to work with.
Despite all of the work put into the movie with
its $250-million-plus budget, “John Carter” didn’t
have a very successful opening weekend, making
only $30 million in the box office. Fingers are
pointed at the team behind the project for nut
putting enough effort in the two-year production
time. In a way, that is accurate, but I personally
blame the way it was advertised. This is one of
those movies advertised for its effects and nothing
else (think “Green Lantern”).
The movie’s visual staging and computer-based
effects are impressive, and I did enjoy the musical
score, but “John Carter’s” overly serious tone,
convoluted plot and uninspired dialogue make it
less enjoyable than it should be.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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label and aiding bands
w it h re c ord i n g a nd
releasi ng music, t he
three friends have not
g iven up on ma k i ng
music of their own. All
t hree were members
of No Way Jose , t he
fi rst band to release an
albu m t hrough Fork
& Spoon . Graves and
G a rd ner c u r rent ly
b ot h pl ay i n T ho se
Lavender W hales
a nd C om a C i ne m a ,
two bands on Fork &
Spoon.
Black mon, a 20 07
US C g r adu at e , i s a
m e m b e r o f To r o y
Moi. Although he has
been touring the world
w it h t he band, fame
hasn’t cha nged h im.
He shared stories from
the road, including a
hu m o r o u s d i a lo g u e
from an MTV
Singapore inter v iew,
but the musician still
keeps i n touch w it h
Graves and Gardner
a nd comes back to
Columbia whenever he
has a chance.
Since Fork & Spoon
Records was created by
a group of friends, the
label has maintained
a communit y feeling
between all the artists.
B a nd s h av e a r t i s t ic
control in all aspects
of mak ing an album,
f rom recording to
touring, and the team
offers its advice and aid
whenever it is needed.
“Each release is
over t hought beyond
over t h i n k i n g,”
Blackmon said.
Fo r k & S p o o n’s
f r ie n d s h ip w it h it s
creative team extends
beyond t he music,
as the label founders
have enlisted the help
of visual artist friends
as well. USC alumnus
Kevin Archie designed
t he a lbu m cover for
Those Lavender
Whales’ latest release,
“Tomahawk of Praise,”
and local art ist Sam
Spina designed Fork &
Spoon’s logo.
“We’ve never had to
reach outside the little
commu nit y,” Graves
said.
Du r i ng t he ea rly
days of Fork & Spoon,
Graves, Gardner
a nd Blac k mon were
funding releases with
money out of their own
pockets. At one point,
Graves was selling
h is DV D col lec t ion
on A mazon to make
m o n e y f o r Fo r k &
Spoon, but t he label
has come a long way
since then.
“We haven’t had to
pay for any releases in
a while,” Gardner said.
Bl ac k mo n e c ho e d
Gardner’s sentiments.
“It’s a labor of love,”
Blackmon said.
Graves and Gardner
host a potluck dinner
ever y mont h and
i nv ite t he Colu mbia
community to attend.
One month, the pair
held the dinner at New
Brook land Tavern in
West Colu mbia a nd
h a d Fo r k & S p o o n
bands play throughout
the evening. Check out
Fork & Spoon Records
on Facebook to learn
more about the label’s
next gathering.
Albums from Fork &
Spoon Records artists
can be purchased
online through
t he l ab e l’s web s it e ,
forkandspoonrecords.
net , a nd i n person
at Papa Jazz Record
Shoppe in Five Points.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
mix

follow us
on twitter

@thegamecock

FREE

CAR WASH
with any service

Online appointments:

www.suddethauto.com
“We take the worry out of your car care”

803-256-2110

|

1410 North Millwood Avenue

Courtesy of Fork & Spoon Records

Aaron Graves, Chris Gardner and Jordan Blackmon are
the three founders of Columbia’s Fork & Spoon Records.
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Signature Service®

Oil Change
No coupon needed! No
expiration date to remember!
Just bring a valid student ID
to any Columbia Jiffy Lube to
receive this offer.

Join Jiffy Lube’s Texting Club
for More Special Discounts!

10 Area locations

Text

To ﬁnd the store nearest you and
a chance to win a FREE oil change visit:

JiffySE.com

jiffy5 to 90210

Jiffy Lube, the Jiffy Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature Service® are registered
trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2012 Jiffy Lube International, Inc.
All rights reserved. Go Gamecocks!

Carolinian Creed & Diversity Week
S I G N I T.

M E A N I T.

L I V E I T.

3UHVHQWHGE\WKH&DUROLQD-XGLFLDO&RXQFLODQGWKH2IÀFHRI0XOWLFXOWXUDO6WXGHQW$IIDLUV
/LNHXVRQ)DFHERRNZZZIDFHERRNFRP&DUROLQLDQ&UHHGRUZZZIDFHERRNFRP206$DW8RI6&

Monday, March 19th
KICK-OFF ON GREENE STREET WITH COCKY

CREED FAIR & CANNED FOOD DRIVE
FOR HARVEST HOPE 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
6SRQVRUHGE\8QLYHUVLW\+RXVLQJDQG)UDWHUQLW\ 6RURULW\/LIH

Tuesday, March 20th
RUSSELL HOUSE BALLROOM

6:00 PM

BIRDCAGE FEAT. SHANGELA

6SRQVRUHGE\&DUROLQD3URGXFWLRQVDQG%*/6$

Wednesday, March 21st
RUSSELL HOUSE THEATER

BRYAN C. JOHNSON

6:00 PM
6SRQVRUHGE\WKH2I¿FHRI0XOWLFXOWXUDO6WXGHQW$IIDLUV

Thursday, March 22nd
GREENE STREET

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

CREED FAIR

Friday, March 23rd
RUSSELL HOUSE THEATER

CREED & DIVERSITY WEEK
CLOSING CEREMONY 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
5HFHSWLRQWR)ROORZ

CAROLINA STADIUM

CREED USC BASEBALL
5:30 PM GAME TAILGATE

:LWKVSHFLDOJLYHDZD\V
6SRQVRUHGE\6$3(DQG206$

Saturday, March 24th
CAPSTONE CONFERENCE CENTER

MOSAIC CONFERENCE

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
6SRQVRUHGE\WKH2I¿FHRI6WXG\$EURDG2SSRUWXQLW\6FKRODUV3URJUDPDQG206$

SPONSORS:
2I¿FHRI$FDGHPLF,QWHJULW\2I¿FHRI0XOWLFXOWXUDO6WXGHQW$IIDLUV
2I¿FHRI6WXGHQW&RQGXFW5HVLGHQFH+DOO$VVRFLDWLRQ6WXGHQW*RYHUQPHQW
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EMPLOYMENT
Hey Students! Looking for part
time office help. In 5 Pts!
Call or lv/msg 803-561-1307
Hostess
Friendly, experienced and
responsible hostess needed
immediately. Must be available
to work Fri pm Sat pm and
Sunday Brunch. Also need to be
available throughout the summer
and Christmas. Apply in person
between 2:30 -5pm. 920 Gervais
St. in the Vista. Emailed resumes
ahead a plus.
Email
info@motorsupplycobistro.com

USC STUDENTS! We have a
large selection of Houses, and
others homes to choose from.
Call us today! 803-799-1333
RENTMARTONLINE.COM *FEE*

OPPORTUNITIES

The Little Gym Instructor
We are looking for an energetic,
self-motivated person seeking a
fun and challenging opportunity
working with children, teaching
gymnastics, dance, sports and
karate classes.
As an instructor, your primary
responsibility will be to teach
great classes based on our proven
curriculum and teaching methods.
A background in child
development, physical education
and/or gymnastics is certainly a
plus.
Please forward your contact
information and resume to us for
immediate consideration.
Email abrazell@thelittlegym.com

Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors tgo teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com

Wanted: Used Double Horn
Please call (803) 736-3671
Praise & Worship Leader seeking gifted/anointed singer
to lead wkly Praise & Worship
at Sat. evening Bible Study. For
more info. send contact info. to
RevealingWordMinistriesInc@aol.
com.

LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

SERVICES
Drivers & Caishers needed.Flex.
hrs.good tip.sophia8039202645

Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. If interested
check out the Careers section
at www.columbiaymca.org!

If you used Yaz/Yazmin/Ocella
birth control pills or a NuvaRing
Vaginal Ring Contraceptive
between 2001 and the present and
developed blood clots, suffered
a stroke, heart attack or required
gall bladder removal, you may
be entitled to compensation. Call
Attorney Charles Johnson,
1-800-535-5727.

Experienced Personal Trainers
Needed
Located a mile from campus.
Contact Anne Marie for details.
803.799.9455
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

fag.got (fag t) 1. there was
a time when the word “faggot”
meant a bundle of sticks. but
then people started using it
in an insulting, offensive way
and things changed. so when
you say things like “homo,”
“dyke” and “that’s so gay” trying to be funny, remember,
you may actually be hurting
someone. 2. so please, knock
it off. 3. get more information
at ThinkB4YouSpeak.com
e

4 BR/2 BA house
4BR/2BA house located
near campus and Vista. Full
appliances, phone/cable in
all rooms. Great for 4 college
students. $1,500/mth.
Available 7/1/12.
Email hank@burrisslaw.com

MISC

‘

HOUSING

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

THE SCENE
TOMORROW

TODAY
YOUNG THE GIANT
7 p.m., Free to students, faculty & staff
Greene Street intramural fields
(corner of Greene and Gadsen streets)

COMEDY IS YOUR FRIEND: STAND-UP COMEDY
9 p.m., $3
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
LE REX

MURDER OF ONE,
OLD CURIOSITY SHOP,
POST TIMEY STRING BAND
8 p.m. doors /
9 p.m. show, $5
Conundrum Music Hall
626 Meeting St.

7:30 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $8
Conundrum Music Hall, 626 Meeting St.

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

03/14/12

1 2 3 4

for 03/13/12

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

03/14/12

MEET THE SKY,
THE ETHNOGRAPHERS,
NOW YOU SEE THEM,
EAST FROM WEST
7 p.m., $5 over 21 /
$8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern
122 State St.

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

ACROSS
1 Engage in
logrolling
5 Not quite right
8 Life Savers, e.g.
13 Miss __
14 Depression era
prog.
15 1983 World
Cup skiing
champ
McKinney
16 Abel, vis-à-vis
Adam: Abbr.
17 Try
18 Saw
19 Controversial
fuel
21 Annoys
22 “No way!”
23 Kyrgyzstan
border town
24 Birmingham
band, brieﬂy
25 Fed. auditing
agency
26 Shout
27 Entered
29 But, to Brutus
30 Replete
31 Divisions
politiques
34 Pig thief of
rhyme
35 Waterproof
boots brand
36 One arriving
during the
overture, say
38 Literary
contraction
39 Platoon
provender
40 Lending letters
41 Small trip
44 Words With
Friends, e.g.
45 Macavity
creator’s
monogram
46 Idle fancy
48 Tray carrier,
perhaps
50 Series of clips
51 Sleep inducer
52 Airport screening
org.
53 They’re above
pvts.
54 Kisser
55 Overseas assent
56 Playground
rejoinder
57 Corporate __

58 45, say: Abbr.
59 No longer
hidden
DOWN
1 No-goodnik
2 Summer cooler
3 Form hastily, as
judgment
4 Old Renault
5 In agreement
6 Inconsequential
7 It doesn’t last
8 Feature of many
a monster movie
9 Troublemakers
10 Passed the test
in a big way
11 Mountain
demarcation
12 “Teen Angel” et
al.
15 Enticing ad
20 Called for
21 Nonsense
28 Harrow rival
29 Leave be
30 Stem at sea
31 Quick Draw
McGraw alter
ego with a guitar
for a weapon
32 Roofer’s material
33 With
consequences
34 In shape
37 Sock seller

Solutions from 03/13/12

38 Joseph’s second
son
40 Elicits a scolding
41 Distressed
request
42 Ultimatum words
43 Protestant cleric
47 Layered
minerals
49 Auto title datum
52 Perch for a puma
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Notebook: Gamecocks start spring football practice
Holloman moves
from safety to
spur linebacker
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@
DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For Sout h Carolina
coach Steve Spurrier, any
start to spring practice
would be described as
“typical.” But for senior
D eVo nt e Ho l l o m a n ,
he’s trying to remember
last year’s not-so-typical
spr i ng pract ice as he
moves from strong safety
to spur linebacker.
“From doing it last
s p r i n g, I do n’t h a v e
to start at square one,”
Holloman said. “I know
the basis of what the spur
is supposed to do and the
different things to look
at. This year, it’s just
reminding myself what I
did last spring and getting
a feel for it myself.”
Hol loma n w il l be
replacing A nton io
A llen, who graduated
a f ter post i ng second
team All-SEC numbers
i n h is sen ior sea son .
Holloman said he talked
to Allen about the spur
position a lot last spring,
w he n Hol lo m a n w a s
still practicing at that
position, but this spring,
he’s sought advice from
Damario Jeffer y, who
played spur last season.
“Antonio is a little more
athletic than DeVonte,”
said defensive coordinator
Lorenzo Ward. “You’re

going to gain a lot more
physical g uys at t hat
position and a guy that
can blitz, so we feel good
about moving DeVonte
to t hat posit ion, a nd
hopefully he’ll pick up
and do better, especially
knowledge-wise.”
The hardest adjustment
for Holloman at the spur
was being close to the line
of scrimmage, as “people
are actually looking to
block you,” unlike being
a safety. Nevertheless,
Holloman is excited for
a chance to get to the
quarterback, as Ward
wants to blitz more.
“ I hop e we do g et
to bl it z a lot more,”
Holloman said. “Either
way, I’ll be ready to cover,
I’ll be ready to get in the
box and stick my nose in
there with the linemen.
I’ll be prepared for
everything.”
Linebackers coach Kirk
Botk in , who joins the
staff after most recently
coaching high school
football, is familiar with
the spur position from
running a similar 4-2-5
pack age at A rk a nsas,
where he and Ward were
assistant coaches together
for one season.
Botk in believes
Holloman is more suited
as a linebacker for the
future because of his size.
“The t h ing w it h
Holloman is that he’s a
guy that is 240 pounds
that has cover skills, and
he’s a guy that can get in
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New defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward works with the unit during the Gamecocks’ first spring practice.
the box and stop the run,”
Botkin said. “A guy like
that gives coach Ward a
lot of leeway to do a lot of
different things.”
M i les at pr ac t ice:
A f ter goi ng t h rough
Senior Day ceremonies
last fall with a year of
eligibilit y left, senior
r u n n i ng back Ken ny
Miles was at the start
of spring pract ice,
i n d i c a t i n g h e w o n’t
transfer elsewhere.
“We fully expect him
to be ready,” Spurrier
said. “He’s one injur y
away f rom bei ng t he
g u y. H e k n o w s t h e

potential there. If Marcus
(Lattimore) stays healthy,
t here’s goi ng to be a
chance for Kenny to play
a lot.”
Clowney misses
practice for academic
issue: Sophomore
defensive end Jadeveon
Clowney did not
participate in Tuesday’s
pract ice due to an
academic issue. Spurrier
said he is expected to be
at practice on Thursday.
Spur r ier suppor t s
Ellington’s decision:
Spurrier said he
understands sophomore
two-sport standout Bruce

E l l i n g t o n’s d e c i s io n
to play basketball
exclusively.
“I had to make a
decision when I came out
of high school,” Ellington
said. “Heck, basketball is
my first love too because
t here was not h i ng i n
football that I could do
any good. Somebody told
me that there was a whole
bu nch 6 -2 basketball
players, but back in my
day, there weren’t many
6-2 quarterbacks, so I
thought football was best
for me. Hopefully, it’ll all
work out for the best.”
Spurrier comments

o n H o r n ’s f i r i n g :
Spu r r ier sa id for mer
basketball head coach
Da r r i n Hor n’s f ir i ng
was unfortunate, though
it’s part of the coaching
business.
“Darrin’s an excellent
coach,” Spurrier said.
“You’re so dependent
on recruiting, you’re so
dependant on not making
mistakes and this that
and the other. ... He’s
an excellent coach and
hopefully he’ll bounce
back.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

USC tops Charleston Southern Men’s tennis prepares
Westmoreland
winning pitcher
for
archrival
Clemson
in 5-2 victory
Gamecocks take break
from SEC play
for match against Tigers

Ryan Velasquez

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A f ter falling out of
South Carolina’s weekend
rotation during the early
part of the season in 2011,
A d a m We s t m o r e l a n d
managed to end the season
on a positive note, posting a
five-strikeout performance
against Wofford to earn a
win in his fi nal start of the
year.
T he lef t-h a nder kept
t hat good feeling intact
Tuesday night, going 5 2/3
innings against Charleston
Southern to pave the way
for a 5-2 win.
“I was really excited to
go back out there and have
the opportunity to pitch,”
Westmoreland said. “I feel
a lot better physically and
mentally [than last year].”
We s t m o r e l a n d k e p t
t he Bucca neers’ bat s i n
check t h rough t he f i rst
fi ve innings, allowing just
t h ree h it s a nd no r u n s
wh ile st rik ing out fou r.
His lone run of the night
ca me moment s af ter he
wa s l if ted i n t he si x t h,
when CSU infielder Jaren
Sustar singled home Alex
Tom a s ov ic h to put t he
Bucs on the board.
“I was really impressed
w it h t he o u t i n g A d a m
Westmoreland gave us. It
was encouraging for me,”
coach Ray Tanner said. “I
thought his stuff was good.
He had some com ma nd
and got us in a position to
win. He should get plenty
of opp or t u n it ie s g oi ng
forward.”
The Gamecocks backed
up Westmoreland on the
ot he r s id e of t he b a l l ,
jumping on CSU early to
take a 3-0 lead after three
innings. Designated hitter
Kyle Ma r t i n got t h i ng s
started with an RBI single
in the fi rst, slapping an 0-2

Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Adam Westmoreland made his first start of the season Tuesday.
pitch into left field to score
Evan Marzilli from third.
Third baseman LB
Dantzler added an RBI of
his own with a base hit in
the third, then crossed the
plate himself on an R BI
triple from second baseman
Erik Payne. Payne nearly
stretched the triple into an
inside-the-park home run,
but was g unned down at
home to end the inning.
“I hit a couple triples in
the spring and [associate
head coach Chad
Holbrook] k ind of made
comments about how slow
I was when I got to third
ba se, so I rea l ly wa sn’t
expecting for him to wave
me,” Pay ne sa id. “They
made a really good relay
and got me.”
Payne went two for three
with a stolen base in his
fourth consecutive start at
second and is slated to start
again in tonight’s matchup
against Appalachian State.
“He’s done pretty good
with what he’s had to work
with,” Tanner said. “He’s
solidified himself for now.
For wh at he’s done , he
deserves to be in there, and
I’m going to stick with him

right now.”
Grayson Greiner gave
t he G a mecock s a pa ir
of i n s u r a nc e r u n s i n a
pinch-h it appearance in
t he sevent h. Coming up
w it h t he b a s e s lo ade d ,
the freshman sent a base
hit into left field, scoring
Tanner English and Adam
Mat t hews to ex tend t he
lead to 5-1.
The Bucs managed
one more r u n in t he
nint h on an R BI double
from first baseman Walt
Quatt lebaum, but righthander Joel Seddon
preser ved t he v ictor y
moments later by striking
out catcher Drew Woodall,
securing his first save of
the season.
“Five r u ns isn’t a lot ,
but it’s more t han we’ve
b e e n s c o r i n g,” Ta n ne r
sa id. “ T hat ’s somewhat
encouraging. Hopefully we
can continue to swing the
bats and get close to double
digits.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Heading into SEC play a
little more than a week ago, the
South Carolina men’s tennis
team was riding high on a 10-1
record.
After Sunday’s loss at No. 49
Vanderbilt, all momentum is
gone from that fast start as the
match against Vandy marked
t he G a m e c o c k s’ f o u r t h straight SEC loss.
A ll four opponents were
ra n ked, but head coach
Josh Goffi says that is little
consolation for the losing start
to league play.
“They just believed they
cou ld beat u s a l it t le bit
more t han we believed in
ourselves,” Goffi said. “This
last loss (at Vandy) was a little
disappointing. After taking
t hree losses in a row, our
psyche was down. That’s the
downfall of a young team. The
guys aren’t seasoned enough
to deal with the downs of a
season, which are inevitable.
Right now it’s tough, because
the guys have taken a few losses
and they aren’t used to it.”
The road doesn’t get any
easier for Carolina as it will
t ravel upst ate to t a ke on
archrival Clemson tonight.
Clemson, which has started
ACC play 2-0, has its best team
in years, according to Goffi.
“Our team is very excited
to go out and play Clemson,”
Goffi said. “I think it’s the best
team they’ve had in the last
four or five years. They just
beat Georgia Tech, so we’ll see
how our guys do.”
Unlike most of the people
in the state, Goffi does not
believe the Clemson game is
the biggest game of the season,
and has made his team aware
of that.
“Our season does not revolve
around Clemson,” Goffi said.

“That’s something I’ve made
very clear. We are fortunate
to be in the best conference
in the country, so our season
revolves around SEC play.
However, Clemson is our rival,
and we’ve had a very successful
noncon ference se a son so
far, and we look forward to
continuing that.”
The Clemson game marks
t he f irst of t hree st raight
nonconference games, giving
the Gamecocks a little break
f rom SEC play where a l l
but one league team on the
G a mecock s’ schedu le is
ranked. Goffi hopes that by
the end of this stretch, the
team will have restored some
confidence.
“We’re on a skid right now,
and we have to put a stop to
it,” Goffi said. “Hopef ully
Clemson will be that stop, but
you can’t put too much pressure
on a young team. There is still
time for them to figure some
things out for themselves. At
this point, we are just trying to
stay optimistic, look forward
to this next match and create
an opportunity to get back on
track, regardless of whether it’s
against Clemson or not.”
There were some bright
spots this week, most notably
senior Ivan Machado’s win
over the No. 14 player in the
country at Kentucky. However,
a lack of consistency doomed
the Gamecocks, and that’s
something Goffi wants to see
changed.
“If we put six solid points out
there and three solid doubles
points, we can go the distance
with everybody,” Goffi said.
“When you’re in position to
win, it’s just about being clutch.
We’ve got a lot of guys on the
team that are very clutch; the
problem is that you need that
solid six points. If you have two
guys not showing up on a given
day, that is going to crush you.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

